
 

 



 

 

So you’ve made it to Beijing. Congratulations on taking such a big step in your life! We know it may be a bit scary 

right now, but we who have been through most of it (can’t say all) would like to help you make the transition into 

your new life a bit easier.  

We have created this booklet as a means to help you navigate some of the most common scenarios that you 

might encounter as a newbie in Beijing. Hopefully after reading through these pages, Beijing won’t seem as 

daunting as it did before.  

Remember that there is always someone ready and willing to help. You can even call the ANIF contact number in 

this booklet and someone will be waiting to talk to you.  

Welcome to Beijing and welcome to ANIF!  

Love, 

The ANIF Family. 
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All Nations International Fellowship (ANIF) is a community of vibrant believers gathered together for worship, 

prayer and to care for one another. 

We were started by the Beijing Onnuri Church, and therefore put a heavy focus on Prayer, Community, 

Evangelism and being Spirit Filled. 

We welcome the International Community of Beijing and respect all branches of Christianity. We strive to have a 

Christ centered focus in all our services.  

Phone: 134-3953-0765 

Email: anifcontact@gmail.com 

Website: http://www.anif.cc 
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Beijing Subway 

In Beijing, a blue sign marked with '北京地铁 (Beijing Subway)' indicates that there is a subway station nearby. All 
subway entrances are marked by a square grey pillar with a logo that looks like a circled letter “B” on top (as 
shown below). Inside the subway station, notices on the pillars provide detailed information and direct you to 
your destination. Station names are broadcast on the train in both Chinese and English. 

It costs CNY 2 to go anywhere on the subway, as long as you do not exit. 
There are 2 ticket options: The single use ticket or buying a subway 
rechargeable card. The single journey ticket can be purchased at any subway 
station. It has to be used on the same day and it has to be used at the same 
station from which it is purchased. These can be bought at the ticket 
machines (they only accept CNY 1 coins, CNY 5, CNY 10 and CNY 50 notes). 
The subway card can be purchased at the ticket window of most subway 
stations. There is a CNY 20 deposit which is paid, and then you can add up to 
CNY 500. You can always return it and get your deposit back plus any money 

left over on the card.  

 

Beijing Bus 

Travelling by bus is often more scenic, cheaper and less crowded than using the subway (not including rush hour). 

However the bus staff speak little English and bus stop signs are entirely in Chinese. To learn the bus routes, you 

can either travel with someone who can read Chinese, or ask for the bus numbers and names of stops from those 

who know the bus routes. You can use your subway card or pay by cash. The fare when paying by cash starts at 



 

either CNY 1 or CNY 2. Paying by card entitles you to a 60% discount. Some buses require you to swipe the card 

just once when entering the bus, others require you to swipe it on entrance and exit. 

       

Beijing Bus Ticket                                                                                                    Using Subway card on the bus 

There are also Express buses which are faster than regular buses because they do not stop at all the bus stops. If 

paying by cash, the fare is 1 元，but if using your card, you get a 40% discount 

Beijing Taxi 

All registered taxis look like the taxi in the picture below and a license plate starting with '京 B' on the front of the 

car. If the taxi is unoccupied, the lever with the red symbol '空车 (For Hire)' in the middle of the front window of 

the taxi will be up. After you get in, the taxi driver will drop the 'For Hire' lever indicating the taxi is occupied. 

Inside the car, an official driver should display the Service Supervisor Card and his identification card displaying 

his photo, name, and company in the front of the cab.  

Daytime: 5:00 - 23:00 Taxi Fares 
· RMB 13 within the first 3km  
· RMB 2.3 charged for each kilometer after 3km 
· RMb 3.45 charged each kilometer after 15km 



 

 

Mid-night 11:00 pm – 05:00am Taxi Fares 
· RMB 14.4 within the first 3km 
· RMB 2.76 charged for each kilometer after 3km 
· RMB 4.14 charged for each kilometer after 15km 

N.B. 

 CNY 1 surcharge is added after 3KM to balance the oil hike according to the policy of the local government 

 Waiting in a traffic jam or at the traffic light is charged as 2km for every 5 minutes during peak hours (7AM 
– 9AM & 5PM-7PM) 

 Any tolls paid up front by the driver will be included in the final taxi fare.  

 Taxi drivers will print the receipt, but won’t give you unless you ask for it. 

 If a taxi driver tells you that the meter is not working, get out and find another taxi. They will probably want 
to overcharge you. 

Personal Transportation in Beijing 

For more freedom in travel, you can buy a bicycle at any bicycle shop near enough to where you live so you can 

ride it home. Bicycles are not allowed on public transportation, but many subway stations often have bicycle 

parking areas. Buy a lock for your bicycle and ensure to lock it if you have to leave it unattended. The best thing 

to do is lock it to something which cannot be moved.  

 

 



 

China Inter-City Trains 

Travelling by train is one of the best ways to travel around China. Reservations open 18 days before departure. 

You cannot buy tickets before reservations open. At Beijing main stations there is a special English-speaking ticket 

window for foreigners, but remember to take your passport and that of all other passengers. 

You can buy tickets to and from any destination but you cannot buy a return ticket. Ticket offices charge a RMB 5 

service charge. You cannot use the self-service ticket machines at stations in spite of their English language facility, 

as they only accept Chinese ID cards. They don't recognize foreign passports which are now necessary to buy 

tickets. 

There are 4 main train stations in Beijing: Beijing Main Station (Beijing Zhan), Beijing West Station (Beijing Xi 

Zhan), Beijing North Station (Xizhimen Station) and Beijing South Station (Beijing Nan Zhan) 

 

China Coach Buses 

In Beijing, coach busses are a common transportation alternative to trains. Currently there are more than ten 
long distance bus stations in downtown Beijing and smaller stations in the suburbs. Keep in mind that you should 
arrive at coach stations early in order to purchase tickets without problems. Tickets are also sold on busses, which 
tends to be the most convenient way to buy your fare. For more information on stations and routes go to 
http://www.beijingtrip.com/transport/coach.htm 
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Beijing is a hub of multiple ethnicities. In addition to Chinese Food, foreigners can also find food from all over the 

world. The cheapest places to eat however are usually the small restaurant near your school. Most are clean and 

serve good food between 9 RMB – 16 RMB but use caution in decision making. If something doesn’t look or taste 

right, follow your instinct. Chuanr is also a popular meal option. Chuanr are pieces of meat or vegetable on a stick 

and roasted over coal. Everyone loves a good chuanr but again please use caution. For western restaurants, you 

can check out the listing on The Beijinger www.thebeijinger.com, but for now here are some pictures of classic 

dishes you can try in Beijing.  

   A man selling Chuanr （串儿）                            Meat Cake (肉饼) 

  Spicy Chicken & Peanuts （宫保鸡丁）             Steamed Dumplings （小笼包）                    

Boiled Dumplings (饺子)                                    Sweet pork strips（鱼香肉丝） 

 

http://www.thebeijinger.com/


 

 

There are many places to shop in Beijing including markets, malls and road-side vendors. Malls often carry name 

brands and are generally expensive. However, the items tend to be better quality. Markets have a wide range of 

products and the price usually has to be bargained down. Road-side vendors carry items similar to that of the 

markets and can also be bargained down. Below are a few markets that you could visit.  

The Zoo Market 
A massive underground clothing market near the Beijing Zoo. The prices here are some of the cheapest in Beijing. 
You can bargain, but usually not much as the prices are already low.   

Xinjiekou Guitar Street 
Xinjiekou Guitar street specializes in all kinds of stringed and wind instruments. The street is lined with small 
family-owned music shops. Most of the instruments are cheap Chinese versions of popular American models, but 
you can definitely find a pretty good sounding guitar if you bring someone that knows what they are looking for.  

Wukesong Camera City 
Lots of cameras, lenses, tripods and wedding photographers. The place to go if you’ve got the photo bug.  

Sanyuanli Food Market 
A random market near Liangmaqiao that is sort of a typical Chinese food market, but they also carry a bunch of 
bulk foreign food items.  

Qianmen Street 

Located south of Tiananmen Square, it is Beijing's original commercial center from 600 years ago; today, it largely 
deals in Chinese traditional products. The Lao She Teahouse is located to the west of Qianmen Street, and is also 
a good place to sample Chinese teas, read, or watch a traditional show.  



 

 

 

Beijing has a temperate and continental monsoon climate, with four distinct seasons and big differences in 

temperature between day and night. 

Summer in Beijing is hot and humid, while winter is cold and dry. Spring and autumn are short and cool. 

Spring  

Spring is from March to May, with frequent intervals of rising and falling temperatures. There is much wind and 
dust in spring, and sometimes sandstorms.  

Summer  

Summer is from June to August, usually scorching with sizzling temperatures at noon. There are occasional 
downpours.   

Autumn 

Autumn is from September to November and it is the most beautiful and pleasant season in Beijing. Though there 
are intervals of weather changes, it is generally comfortable. The days are often hot and the nights cool. Towards 
the end of Autumn, it is advised to carry a sweater or jacket with you at nights. 

Winter  

Winter is from December to February. It is cold and dry with occasional snow. The temperature is usually well 
below zero. Prepare down jackets, thick jeans and long johns, sweaters, hats and gloves. You might also need a 
mask to protect your nose on windy days.  

 
 



 

 

Scam # 1:  Tea Scam: At some heavy tourist areas (like Tiananmen Square) you will be approached by one or 

three attractive females or gentlemen, who will ask if you speak English and begin a nice and charming 

conversation with you. Then they will invite you to a traditional Chinese teashop or ceremony. At the end of the 

ceremony, the bill will run into hundreds or even thousands of dollars. To make the tea scam more natural, your 

“friends” will pretend to split the bill. You will see them pay their part as a way to encourage you to pay the 

exorbitant price. Simply do not go for it. It is a scam. You can threaten to call the police, pay an amount that you 

see fit and leave. 

Scam # 02: “Art Student” Scam: At major tourist destinations in Beijing, young people disguised as art students 

will approach you and offer you a free tour of their art show. They will actually take you to an art shop and try to 

sell you “authentic” Chinese art for extremely high prices. Do not buy them. You can usually find the same 

products on the road or in a market for much cheaper prices.  

Scam # 3: Rickshaw Scam: Some first time visitors to Beijing fall into the trap of seemingly honest and 
hardworking rickshaw drivers. For example, you will agree on a price of CNY 10 with your Rickshaw driver. Upon 
arrival at your destination it will turn out to be CNY 100. If you start to protest, the driver will act ignorant and 

pull out a laminated price list that says CNY 100. If this happens, simply pay the agreed price and leave.  

 Scam #4: “Black” Taxis: Black Taxis are unregistered taxis that do not use meters, but charge an exorbitant flat 

fee for the entire journey. Some Black Taxi drivers will pull out a very official looking list of all hotel and airport 

travel prices. Don’t fall for it, no such list exists. My advice is simply to just avoid black taxis all together and 

ensure that the taxi you decide to use uses the meter.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

ENGLISH MANDARIN CHINESE 
CHARACTER 

PIN YIN 

 
Hello 

你好 

喂 

nǐ hǎo 
wéi – on the phone 

How are you? 你好吗 nǐ hǎo ma 

I'm fine, thanks. And you? 我很好，你呢？ wǒ hěn hǎo, nǐ ne 

What's your name? 
My name is ... 

你叫什么名字 

我叫 ... 

nǐ jiào shénme míngzi 
wǒ jiào ... 

Where are you from? 
I'm from ... 

你是哪国人 

我是 ... 人 

nǐ shì nǎguórén 
wǒ shì ... rén 

Pleased to meet you 很高兴认识你 hěn gāoxìng rènshi nǐ 

Cheers/Bottoms Up! 干杯! gān bēi 

I don't understand 我听不懂 wǒ tīngbùdǒng 

Please say that again 请你再说一边 qǐng nǐ zài shuō yībiān 

Please speak more slowly 请你说慢一点 qǐng nǐ shuō màn yīdiǎn 

Please write it down 请你写一下 qǐng nǐ nǐ xiě yīxià 

Do you speak English? 你会说英语吗？ nǐ huì shuō yīngyǔ ma? 

http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/hello_mandarin.mp3
http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/hello3_mandarin.mp3
http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/howareyou2_mandarin.mp3
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/name.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/name4_mandarin.mp3
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/wherefrom.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/imfrom2_mandarin.mp3
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/meet.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/cheers.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/understand.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/sayagain.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/slowly.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/write.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/doyouspeakenglish.htm


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you speak Mandarin? 
Yes, a little 

你会说普通话吗？ 

会，一点点 

nǐ huì shuō pŭtōnghuà 
ma? 

huì, yīdiǎndiǎn 

How do you say ...  
in Mandarin? 

... 中文怎么说？ ... zhōngwén zěnme shuō 

How much is this? 这个多少钱? Zhège duōshǎo qián? 

Sorry 对不起 duìbùqǐ 

Thank you 
You’re Welcome 

 

谢谢 

不客气 

不用谢 

没关系 

没问题 

Xièxie 
bú kèqi 

bú yòng xiè 
méi guānxi 
méi wèntí 

Where's the toilet? 洗手间在哪里？ xǐshǒujiān zài nǎli? 

Leave me alone! 别管我! bié guǎn wǒ 

Help! 
Stop (taxi) 

Call the police! 

救命啊! 

停车 

叫警察! 

jìumìng ā! 
tíng chē 

jiào jǐngchá 

My hovercraft 
is full of eels 

我的气垫船装满了鳝鱼 Wǒ de qìdiànchuán 
zhuāngmǎn le shànyú 

Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year 

 
Happy Easter 

Happy Birthday 

圣诞快乐 新年快乐 
 
 

复活节快乐 

生日快乐 

shèngdàn kuàilè xīnnián 
kuàilè 

 
fùhuójié kuàilè 

 
shēngrì kuàilè 

Good Bye 再见 Zai jian 

http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/doyouspeak.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/alittle2_mandarin.mp3
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/howtosay.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/howtosay.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/howmuch.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/sorry.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/thankyou.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/toilet.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/leavemealone.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/leavemealone2_mandarin.mp3
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/help.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/help.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/police.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/help_mandarin.mp3
http://www.omniglot.com/soundfiles/mandarin/police_mandarin.mp3
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/hovercraft.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/hovercraft.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/christmas.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/christmas.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/easter.htm
http://www.omniglot.com/language/phrases/birthday.htm


 

 

 

Lesson 1 

I was on the subway one time with a friend (name withheld). It was crowded as usual. We were just a few months 

old in China so our Chinese level was still nothing to write home about. When we got to our stop my friend 

started to make her way to the door saying what she thought was "xia che! xia che!"(I am getting off the train) 

but instead she repeatedly said " xia ke!xia ke!"(class is over!, class is over!) Lesson: A lot of words sound the 

same and can be confusing, so for the basic important stuff, learn the right tones.. 

Lesson 2 

I was teaching at this kindergarten part time and well for the most part I was the only 'dark skinned person most 

of the kids had had close interactions with. I started in winter so I was pretty covered up, jeans and long-sleeved 

t-shirts but in the summer as I started to dress down I noticed one kid kept scratching me every day. I figured 

maybe that's how he shows he likes me. One day I lifted one of them up playfully and I guess my t-shirt lifted a 

little too, suddenly I had three kids around me lifting up my top saying in Chinese; "Look, teacher is black 

everywhere!!!" Then it hit me, the kid who kept scratching my hand must have been wondering if the color came 

off...haha! Lesson: For some of the locals, you may be the first foreigner they have ever seen or at least 

interacted closely with, don't be shocked at the sometimes ridiculous nature of their actions or questions toward 

you. If you are African or black expect a lot of "why are you so black?” As well as random people touching your 

hair and asking if you wash it. 

 



 

Lesson 3 

When I just got to Beijing, I was excited to try all the new food around. One day, a friend and I decided to order 

some delicious looking stir-fry where we got to choose what we wanted in it. Little did we know that it was an 

extremely spicy dish which used a lot of spices that we were not used to. When the food came, we took one bite 

and instantly did not like it, but we had paid so much money for it, we sat and ate the whole thing with tears 

running down our eyes because of the spice. Lesson: Trying new foods is good, but make sure you know what is in 

the dish and how it is prepared otherwise you may end up with a nasty surprise.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Subway         Bus Routes 

There are 2 subway stops close by: Wangjing West Station Line 13 621 路 415 路 顾家庄站 

               BeiYanLu North Line 5   707 路 顾家庄桥东站 

              682 路 来广营西桥站   

Directions for a Taxi Driver 

东风悦达起亚中德旗舰店 

来广营西路 26 号 

从望京 ： 沿广顺北大街向北，过五

环，在来广营西路左转；一直开在路

右边会看到东风起亚旗舰店 

从北五环从东向西，过了京承高速路

的出口，在北湖渠路出口下五环，在

来广营西路右转，200 米内会在左侧

看到东风起亚旗舰店 

从北五环从西向东，在顾家庄出口，

左转向北，沿北苑东路向北，在红军

营南路右转，一个路口，在新北路右

转向南，在来广营西路右转，200 米

内就会在路右边会看到东风起亚旗舰          
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